NEW JERSEY STAGE

‘The Piano Lesson

Where: African Globe
TheatreWorks, Symphony Hall
Second Space, 1020 Broad St.,
Newark

When: Through Oct. 7. Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays
at3 p.m.

How much: $10 Fridays, $20
other performances. Call (9739)
624-1584.

BY PETER FILICHIA
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

For “The Piano Lesson” at Afii-
can Globe TheatreWorks in New-
ark, Daniel George plastered the
walls and door frames of his set
with faded pictures of the black
man’s past, from a solitary but
stalwart Booker T. Washington to
a miserable mass of chain gang
prisoners. It sets the tone for the
August Wilson drama, which ques-
tions whether African-Americans
should let their past melt away, or
keep it with them at the risk of
their future,

“The Plano Lesson” 1s paﬂ; of
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ited: an heirloom piano, carved
with  impressive pictures of his
forebears by an ancestor. An an-
tiques dealer wants the instru-
ment, and Boy Willie is ready to
strike a deal.

But Berniece, a widowed
mother who could use the money,
refuses to sell this work of art. Her
family’s history is carved on a
unique item that could not possi-
bly be replaced.

Going back centuries to “Julius
Caesar,” when audiences took
Brutus’ side — then changed their
minds when hearing Marc Anto-
ny’s speech — so, too, have con-
temporary audiences empathized
and agreed with Berniece’s point
of view, then Boy Willie’s. Should
one hold onto the past for the sake
of sentiment, or should one move
forward, even at the expense of
sacrificing memories?

Any production of “The Piano
Lesson” rests on.the shoulders of
the actors portraying Boy Willie
and Berniece, and there are strong
ones here. Egan Paul Davson is a
force of nature, his eyes continually

PHOTO BY DANIEL HEDDEN
Egan Paul Davson, left, and C.F. Jarmon star in African Globe TheatreWorks’ production of “The Piano
Lesson” at Newark’s Symphony Hall.

Now playing

Troupe hits all the right notes in ‘Piano Lesson’

Boy Willie brings “nothin’ but
trouble and a whole lotta mouth.”
She demonstrates that she can be
a loving mother, and, in time,
someone who wants to be loved by
another man,

The rest of the cast is just as
potent. As their uncle, C.F. Jarmon
% an eloquent voice of reason.
Rodney Gilbert is amusing as a
prissy elevator-boy-turned-evange-
list, who wants to be Berniece’s
suitor. Penrod Parker is a family

friend who has a hilarious mono-

logue about a man who thought he
was Jesus. Jeff Lambert is earnest
as Lymon, Boy Willie’s pal who'll
help him move the piano. Keisher
Glymph is fun, first as Boy Willie’s
pickup, then as Lymon’s. And
though Najah A. Johnson is only a
second-grader, she makes a re-
markable debut as  Berniece’s
9-year-old daughter.

The play is nearly three hours
long, but Eric Ruffin’s excellent di-
rection moves the action briskly.

Fans of African-American the-
ater may lament that this is the
second consecutive season that
Crossroads Theatre Company in
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NEW YORK STAGE

The Late Henry Moss

Where: Norton Space,

555 W. 42nd St., New York
When: Through Nov. 4; 8 p.!
Saturdays; 3 p.m. Sundays
How much: $55. Call (212) :
www.signaturetheatre.org.

BY MICH
STAR
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